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Passing in the Night

for orchestra

Instrumentation
2 Flutes (2" doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes (2" doubling English Horn)
2 Clarinets in B-flat (1* and 2" doubling Bass Clarinet)
Bassoon
Contrabassoon
2 Hornsin F

3 Percussionists
Perc 1: shaker, snare drum, low woodblock, 2 bongos, large suspended cymbal, bass drum
Perc 2: ride cymbal, high woodblock, hi-hat, medium suspended cymbal, tam-tam
Perc 3: sleigh bells, cowbell, 3 toms

Piano
Strings

Performance Notes:

All string and wind instruments are playing a single gradually rising melody.
Performers should take care to listen carefully and balance the dynamics
so that everything blends together smoothly, and no single instrument

stands out.

While the strings and winds are gradually rising, the percussion is gradually
falling in pitch. These two groups should be balanced with each other as

evenly as possible.
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Percussion 1

shaker
- § woodblock (low) bongo (low) bass drum
i i . = ;
rim of snare drum L > o
bongo (high) large suspended
cymbal
Percussion 2
ride cymbal hi-hat
?e + tam-tam
|1 I X |
| 1| ! | |
. | x >
woodblock (high) medium suspended
cymbal
Percussion 3
sleigh bells .
g; cowbell tom (high) tom (mid) tom (low)
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Note on Percussion:

The percussion parts in Passing in the Night are meant to sound roughly as if they are gradually descending
in pitch over the course of the piece. Recognizing the limitations of instruments that might be available

and the ambiguity in the perceived pitch of certain percussion instruments, every effort should nevertheless
be made to choose instruments that will create the perception of the pitch lowering as the piece progresses.
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Percussion 3

Place gaffer's tape, heavy books, or other heavy objects on the top strings of the piano (C8-G6) in order to completely
dampen the sound. The result should be similar to a series of tuned woodblocks with no recognizable pitch.
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